
Inspection of St. John's Nursery 
Playgroup
St. Johns Methodist Church, Baker Street, POTTERS BAR, Hertfordshire EN6 2DZ

Inspection date: 11 July 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thrive in this extremely supportive setting. Children foster trusting and 
caring relationships with the nurturing staff who are consistently responsive to their 
needs and wishes. Tailored settling-in sessions ensure children, particularly those 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities, swiftly feel relaxed and safe, as 
they build attachments to their key person before they start. This child-centred 
approach means all children make significant progress in their academic and 
personal development.

Children demonstrate high levels of respect for others and play cooperatively with 
their peers. Children have fun, giggling with anticipation as they race two cars 
down the slide. Staff are excellent role models and remind children to say 'please' 
and 'thank you'. When children say 'thank you' to a visitor for picking up a toy they 
had accidently dropped on the floor, staff provide meaningful praise which builds 
their self-esteem and inspires them to repeat these good manners.

Staff create 'mini-me figures' by attaching laminated pictures of the children to 
individual wooden blocks. These promote children's happiness and sense of 
belonging. They love holding little versions of themselves and placing themselves at 
the centre of their story. This personal touch supports speech and language 
development as children narrate imaginative scenarios and act out real-life 
experiences with their peers.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Indoor and outdoor environments are safe, stimulating and inviting. Resources 
are age appropriate and support children to make independent choices and lead 
their learning through play. Staff are responsive to changes in children's 
behaviour. For example, when children have a surge of energy and start to run 
indoors, staff gently redirect them outdoors. As a result, children's physical and 
emotional well-being is promoted through safer and more purposeful play, as 
children delight in jumping up and down on the trampoline energetically.

n Teaching is meaningful and staff ask questions to extend children's learning 
through play. For example, during a tower building activity, staff ask children 
how they think they can make the tower less 'wobbly'. Children try out ideas 
with wooden blocks, such as using a wider base and learn through trial and 
error. Children practise counting in sequence and build on their mathematical 
concepts, such as estimating, because of the interactions and role modelling 
from skilful staff.

n Staff communicate daily with parents and regularly share information about their 
child's development. Staff use information gathered from parents and robust 
assessment processes, to plan activities and learning experiences that build on 
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what children already know and can do. For example, children who need a little 
extra support in their social and emotional development, benefit from bespoke, 
small group activities. Encouraging staff focus on supporting children to make 
friends and learn to accept the needs of others with fun, turn-taking games in a 
quiet and calming environment. 

n The management team is highly reflective and continually strives to improve. 
They have excellent communication with local schools to support seamless 
transitions. Additionally, staff provide thoughtful and appropriate activities, such 
as reading stories about starting school, which further prepares and sensitively 
supports school readiness. 

n Children demonstrate good levels of independence. They independently wash 
their hands with soap before eating and practise pouring their own drinks at 
snack time. Staff understand the importance of keeping children safe in the sun 
and open the awning so children can play outdoors in shaded areas. On 
occasion, staff recognise children do not have a hat on while playing in the sun, 
and swiftly put one on them. However, staff do not effectively teach children 
about the dangers of playing in the sun so that they become increasingly 
independent in their self-care needs, and are able to dress themselves 
appropriately for different weather conditions. 

n The management team and staff ensure children's emotional well-being is 
prioritised. Enhanced staff-to-child ratios means when children become 
overwhelmed, staff immediately respond and support children to learn to self-
regulate their emotions effectively. Parents applaud the caring and dedicated 
staff who know their children so well. They report significant progress, 
particularly in their children's speech and language development and know how 
to further their learning at home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n focus on increasing children's knowledge and awareness of staying safe in the 
sun, to become increasingly independent in managing their self-care needs. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY538418

Local authority Hertfordshire

Inspection number 10344415

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 5

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 55

Name of registered person St. John's Methodist Church, Potters Bar

Registered person unique 
reference number RP538417

Telephone number 07969 924482

Date of previous inspection 28 September 2018

Information about this early years setting

St. John's Nursery Playgroup has been run continuously by a management board 
appointed by St. John's Methodist Church, Potters Bar, since 1965. The nursery 
playgroup re-registered as a charity in 2016. The nursery playgroup employs 10 
members of childcare staff. Of these, nine hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3 or above, including the manager who holds early years 
professional status. The nursery playgroup opens from Monday to Friday, term time 
only. Sessions are from 8.55am to 3pm Monday to Friday. The nursery playgroup 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Louisa Taylor
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discusses the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation.

n The nursery manager and the inspector completed a tour of the nursery both 
indoors and outdoors to understand how the early years provision and 
curriculum are organised. Additionally, the manager showed the inspector the 
premises and discussed how they ensure it is safe and suitable.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors and assessed the impact that this had on children's learning. 

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager and also 
discussed self-evaluation. 

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. 

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection. The inspector 
spoke with parents and carers during the inspection and also took account of 
their views.

n The inspector held a meeting with the management team and also discussed 
self-evaluation. The inspector looked at relevant documentation such as 
evidence of the suitability of the staff working in the nursery and a selection of 
other records.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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